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WATER CHARGES — COST REFLECTIVITY 

373. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

The minister has told this house on a number of occasions that the price the community pays for water has to 
increase until it reaches cost reflectivity. 

(1) What is the final price of cost reflectivity per kilolitre to the ordinary Western Australian family 
household? 

(2) When will the final point of cost reflectivity be reached? 

(3) What guarantees will the minister give to battling Western Australian families that water price increases 
will be no more than the consumer price index once cost reflectivity is reached? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for his question. 

(1)–(3) The government is very considerate of the cost of living to people in Western Australia.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Electricity up 45 per cent and water up 30 per cent. That is not much consideration. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Having said that, in the area of water, which it, and not electricity, is what the question was 
about, there is a recognition that we need to move the cost of providing and delivering water, which is a finite 
resource, as I often say in this house, to people in Western Australia. If we do not do that and we do not move 
that—I am not saying that we move all that way—I believe that the chickens will come home to roost eventually, 
because we know that there is in fact a real cost of providing that service and that product to people in Western 
Australia. The Premier and I have said on many occasions that we do not expect an increase next year of the 
quantum of that of this year. We are managing a very precious finite resource. The average rainfall for the years 
to date has been around 500 millimetres. We have received this year around about 300 millimetres. There is also 
a need — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, my advice previously to members on your side was that perhaps 
questions would be a better way of making a point. I am going to formally call you for the first time today. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: We do need to manage this resource responsibly. We do need to recognise the impact it has 
on consumers. We do recognise that we have a precious and finite commodity. We are a government that will 
responsibly manage this. Prices and quantum into the future will be part of the budgetary process. We in the 
government know that we will be responsible in the management of this resource. The opposition will be 
informed of those increases. 
 


